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Introduction 

The Babingtons are supposed to have taken their name from a place 
called Babington in Northumberland, where they had resided from the 
time of the Conquest. At what date they removed from their northern 
abode to Nottinghamshire we cannot say, but there was a John 
Babington residing at East Bridgford in the time of Richard II. One of the 
sons of this Sir John was Sir William Babington of Chilwell, who 
presided for thirteen years as Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and 
on his death, in 1455, was buried at Lenton Priory. The family continued 
at Chilwell until the death of Sir John Babington, 16th Henry VII., when 
the manor passed to his sister, and through her daughter to Lord 
Sheffield. Also descended from the first John Babington of East 
Bridgford, who had five sons, were the Babingtons of Dethick. 

Two John Babingtons fought at Bosworth Field on the 22nd August 
1485 in the “Yorkist” army of King Richard III – one from Chilwell and 
one from Dethick. The latter was slain by Sir James Blount who was 
actually related to the former by marriage. It has been supposed that the 
killing was deliberate and a case of mistaken identity. 

The growth of the Babingtons 

The influence and wealth of the Babingtons accumulated steadily. The 
vagaries of documentary survival may be in part responsible, but there 
would seem to be more than mere coincidence in the fact that the 
families who showed interest and initiative in the increasingly 
prosperous areas of stock farming and lead production, most notably 
the Vernons, Foljambes and Babingtons, were also the major 
purchasers on the Derby land market. These go-ahead gentry invested 
their profits in what they were clearly convinced was the best type of 
investment: land, and in doing so showed that they were interested in 
long-term security and also status. 

Affiliation in the Wars of the Roses 

Hastings 

Lord Grey of Codnor 
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Selected Babingtons 

John Babington (1178-1220) 

Born: Babington, Northumberland 

The first to be known to have been seated in Northumberland. Lord of  
Babington, in the barony of Umfraville, where he resided in the reigns 
of Kings John and Henry III. The pedigrees make him succeeded by his 
son  William, but it is probable that a generation has been omitted, and 
that William was his grandson,being the son of Robert.  

Robert Babington (1201 –1250) 

Born: Babington, Northumberland 

Occurs in the Great Pipe Roll for Northumberland, 32 Henry III.  

William Babington (1245-1271) 

Born: Babington, Northumberland 

Bernard Babington (1267-1338) 

Born: Babington, Northumberland 

John Babington (1300-1355) 

Born: East Bridgford, Nottinghamshire 

Chief captain of Morlaix, in Brittany, under Edward III.  

Knighted by Edward III 1352 

Buried in the monastery of the White Friars, Morlaix 

John Babington (1335-1409) 

Born: East Bridgford, Nottinghamshire 

Buried: Church, East Bridgford (Effigy extant) 
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William Babington (1371-1455) 

Born: Chilwell, Nottinghamshire 

Married: Margaret Martell (1375-1442) in 1423 

Buried: Lenton Priory (destroyed) 

Life 

Sir William Babington was son of Sir  John Babington, of East 
Bridgeford, He devoted himself to the study of the law, and in 1414 was 
made King's Attorney; in 1419 Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and in 
1423 Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, which office he retained 
thirteen years 

He having married Margery, daughter of Sir Peter Martell, of Chilwell 
manor, became possessed of the Chilwell estate, and resided at the old 
manor house, which a MS. in the British Museum (Harl. Coll. 362,53) is 
said to describe as "an ancient house builded by Sir William Babynton, 
sometimes chiefe husier of the Common Pleas, and before was the 
house of one Martell, an ancient gentleman, whose heire the sad 
Babynton, married and lately the Lord Sheffield possessed it, as heire to 
Babynton, who sould it, and now one Christopher Pymm, Gent, has it" It 
stood in the garden on the southern side, of the main road, but was 
many years ago pulled down. He founded a chantry at Thurgarton, as 
did his son, at Flawforth. "In private life he was much esteemed, for he 
was a man of godly life, and conversation." 
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The Parliament of Bats 1426 

And the 21st day of Februrary began the counsel at Saint Alban's, but 
there it travelled to Northampton. And the 25th day of March next after 
began the Parliament at Leicester, and that lasted until the first day of 
June, and every man was warned and cried (that is, it was announced) 
throughout the town that they should leave their weapons at their inns, 
that is to say, their swords and bucklers, bows and arrows. And then the 
people took (that is, hid) great bats in their necks and so they went. The 
next day they were charged that they should leave their bats at their 
inns, and then they took (that is, hid) great stones in their bosoms and 
their sleeves, and so they went to the Parliament with their lords. And 
this Parliament some men called the Parliament of Bats. And at this 
Parliament was the king made a knight, and 35 more with him of lords 
and lords' sons. First my Lord of York, the Earl of Oxford, and his 
brother, the son and heir of the Duke of Norfolk, the son and heir of the 
Earl of Ormond, the son of the Lord Hungerford, and Sir John Cheney, 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, Sir William Babington, Chief Justice 
of the Common Pleas, and Sir John June, the Chief Baron of the King's 
Exchequer, and many more, to the number above said. And the first day 
of July began the council at London at Westminster, and lasted fully 
three weeks. 

Sir Knight of Chilwell,   
        Notts, and Kiddington, Oxfordshire, K.B.  

William Babington (1399-1474) 

Born: Chilwell, Nottinghamshire 

Married: Elizabeth Gibthorpe (1403-?) 

Buried: Flawford, Ruddington (destroyed) 

Established Babington Chantry college 1458 at St Andrew Church, 
Flawford and another within the manor of Chilwell to celebrate daily for 
the good estate of King Henry VI and Queen Margaret his consort and 
of his parents.  

Endowed the college with lands to the value of £25. 

Rood in Chilwell 

Lands in Clifton, Bramcote and Lenton 

Paid land and rents for four chaplains in Ruddington and Chilwell 

In 1455 was appointed a collector in Notts of money for the defence of 
Calais 

Sheriff of Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
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Sir John Babington (1425-1501) 

Born: Chilwell, Nottinghamshire 

Married: Elizabeth Green 

Fought for Richard III at Bosworth Field 1485 

Fought for Henry VII at Stoke Field 1487 

Knighted after the battle 

Died without issue 

Manors 

Chilwell 
Ruddington 
Beeston 
East Bridgford 

Lands 

Newton 
Bramcote 
Awsworth 
Stapleford 
Attenborough 
Hucknall 
Torkard 
Clifton 
Bradmore 
Rolleston 
Kelham 
Eastwood 

Appointed on Notts Commission of Array 1484 

Examined how many archers Notts could provide for invasion of Brittany 
in 1488 (Patent Rolls 1488) 

With Ralph Savage, founded a chantry for one secular chaplain in North 
Wingfield to which Lenton Priory contributed 8 marks yearly 
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Sir John Babington of Dethick 

John died 1485, Bosworth, Leicester, Eng.  (Sir) 

Slain at the battle of Bosworth by Sir James Blount, provost marshall. 

Named in” The Ballad of Bosworth Field” 

Sir Thomas North with royaltye, 
& alsoe Sir Iohn of Babington, 
Sir Hemphrey Stafford sware certainelye 
that King Richard shold keepe his crowne. 

Sheriff of the counties of Derby and Nottingham  in 1480 

First cousin of Sir William Babington (1399-1474) 

Thomas Babington of Dethick 

Son of Sir John Babington of Dethick 

Provided for obits for the soul of John Babington, Kt of Chilwell 1519 

Sheriff of Derbyshire & Notts in 1498.Head of the Hospitallers of St. 
John of Jerusalem.  

Paston Letters, vol iii. p418 in a letter written by a brother of  the order, 
dated Temple of Sion (in Eng.). " one Master Thomas 
Babington, Master and Sovereign of our order." 

A figure of a hospitaller is present on his tomb in Ashover. 
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Babington Locations 

St Peter’s Church East Bridgford 

Recess for a wall-tomb with square jambs surmounted by an arch. 
Thoroton says it contained an alabaster slab inscribed with the name of 
Sir John Babington who died in 1409. Above the arch are Babington's 
arms carved on a stone shield. The effigy itself is very deteriorated. 

 

Chilwell Hall 

The house was demolished in the 1930s and modern housing now 
occupies the site. The original boundary wall to the grounds, however, 
survives and the remains can be seen on High Roadd beteen Hall Drive 
and Hallams Lane. 
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St Peter’s Flawford Church 

The foundation deeds for the chantry are in the British Library 
manuscript collections (Harley MS 174) 

The remains of St Peter's Flawford Church stand just over a mile away 
from the village of Ruddington.  It had been demolished in two phases in 
1773 and later on in 1779. Following this there was nothing visible 
above the ground to suggest anything had been there. 

William Babington's sister Sidonia, who died in 1448, and William his 
son and heir who died in 1474, are both buried in Dunblane's Aisle. 
William held the office of Sheriff of Notts, and Derby in 1459 and it was 
he who completed the foundation of a richly endowed chantry at 
Flawford4. In 1459 he obtained a licence from Henry VI to found what 
was known as the College of Ruddington. This consisted of a warden 
and four chaplains, two to officiate in the chapel within the Manor of 
Chilwell and two in the chapel of Saint Andrew within the church of Saint 
Peter of Flawford. 

Their duties were daily to celebrate Masses for King Henry VI, Queen 
Margaret and the Prince of Wales, also William Babington the founder, 
and his wife Elizabeth, the souls of Sir William and Margery Babington, 
Robert de Prebend, Bishop of Dunblane, Richard, Hugh and Robert 
Martell. The lands assigned to this chantry or College were worth £25 
.Os. Od., but by 1534 this had risen to £30. Os. Od. per annum. The 
warden of the chantry at Flawford, Henry Scott, drew eight marks per 
annum and the two chaplains, William Halome and Edward Ersden 
each drew seven marks. The other two chaplaincies at Chilwell appear 
to have been vacant for some considerable time. 

The survey of Henry VIII in 1545, taken before the suppression of the 
chantries, found that the chantries at Flawford which were then owned 
by Lord Sheffield, who appears to have succeeded the Babingtons, 
were worth £14. 18s. 4d. The two priests should have received £4. 13s. 
4d. per annum, but for two years Edward Sheffield had retained the 
stipend of one of these priests, and since then the other had died. Henry 
Scott, the warden, still drew £5. 6s. 8d., though the Vicar of Ruddington 
claimed that he did nothing for it. Scott, however, maintained that he did 
duty at Chilwell. 

Flawford has vanished its name is familiar to antiquaries and art lovers 
throughout the country, for at an exhibition of mediaeval arts held at 
South Kensington, the Flawford figures were amongst the most admired 
exhibits. 

These three alabaster figures, representing Our Lady, St. Peter, and a 
bishop were discovered on the site of Flawford Church in 1779, and 
they now form part of the collection in Nottingham Castle. They are 
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three very fine specimens of the alabaster carving for which Nottingham 
was famous at the end of the fourteenth century. 

After the passing of the Black Death a school of alabaster carvers grew 
up in Nottingham, who wrought objects of piety and enrichments for 
altars and churches, and under such men as Peter Mason, who had his 
workshop in St. Mary’s Gate in 1399, their work became so beautiful 
that it was exported far and wide, and specimens of Nottingham 
Alabaster are to be seen not only in England, but throughout the 
continent of Europe. 

 

Kingston upon Soar Church, Notts 

This shrine was erected in 1538 by Sir Anthony Babington - sheriff  of 
Derby and Notts in 1534, One of the Babingtons of Dethick,of whom 
was  Anthony Babington, attainted in 1586 (leader of the Babington plot 
- hung, drawn and  quartered) and Gervase Babington, Bishop of 
Llandaff. In it were said masses for the dead. It was also intended to 
mark the burial vault of his family. The mediaeval love of punning is well 
seen in the carving, where the babes and tuns occur at every turn; in 
one case we find a baboon as well as a babe. These are known as 
canting arms. 

It also features several Catherine Wheels. St Catherine being the patron 
saint of the Babington family 

Anthony married Katherine Ferrers whose family is also markd here by 
the horseshoe (another pun: Farrier=Ferrers) 

 

Holy Trinity Church Ratcliffe upon Soar Church, Notts 

There is a floor slab commemorating Isabella, wife of Sir John 
Babington of Dethick, Lord of Kingston. She died in 1486 and her 
husband was killed at the baffle of Bosworth in 1485. There is a heavily 
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eroded slab next to it which looks of similar design. It may be that this is 
Sir John’s last resting place. 

 

All Saints Church Ashover, Derbys 

The Church of All Saints is a prominent landmark in the valley. The 
diagonally buttressed west tower is 14th century, though it was not 
completed until after 1429, when the Babington family came to Ashover.  

There is a fine alabaster tomb chest with effigies of Thomas Babington 
and his wife. He was an important local landowner who died in 1518, 
almost a century after the first Babington had moved into the area. 

The tomb is surrounded by 30 small figures some of which carrying 
what appear to be pavises. Several figures also have rosaries on their 
belts. 

Next to the church is a house with a sign saying that it has been there 
since the time of Agincourt when an earlier Sir Thomas Babington 
fought there.  
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The Blue Bell, North Wingfield 

Chantry chapel founded, in pursuance of a licence from Henry VII. by 
John Babyngton knt. and Ralph Savage, 4th February, 1488, and 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 

The chantry house, which adjoins the north-east angle of St Helen’s 
churchyard, has for many years been an inn and is now known as the 
"Blue Bell," 

 

Dethick 

The Dethicks prospered and married into many well-known Derbyshire 
families, until in 1403 at the battle of Shrewsbury both Robert Dethick 
and his son Thomas were killed. The sole heiress was Isobel who 
shortly afterwards married Thomas Babington of Normanton. Thus 
Dethick began its association with the famous Babington Family. 
Thomas fought in the French wars at Agincourt in 1415, later restoring 
the mother church at Ashover and building its present tower to 
commemorate his safe return. Over a period of time the Babingtons 
provided five high sheriffs of the county. In 1530 (the date over the west 
door) the Chapel at Dethick was restored by Sir Anthony Babington. 
There are no Babington memorials at Dethick but many at Ashover. 

The most famous Babington was Anthony, who was born in 1561 and 
who was later to become involved in High Treason. His father died while 
he was a boy and he was brought up as a page to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury at Sheffield Castle. Here it was that Mary Queen of Scots 
was held prisoner and from this meeting grew his desire to achieve her 
release. Thus he became part of the Catholic and Establishment feuds 
which involved betrayal, spies, and hidden, coded messages. Soon he 
was engaged in a Catholic plot to release her from nearby Wingfield 
Manor. The plot was discovered and an aged kinsman, Francis 
Rolleston of Lea Hall, was captured and imprisoned in the Tower of 
London in 1581. The highly improbable legend that a secret tunnel from 
Dethick to Wingfield was involved is given delightful credibility in the 
story 'Traveller in Time' by Alison Uttley. 
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A later plot to release Mary and remove Elizabeth from the throne was 
discovered and Babington was himself arrested, tried and executed at 
Lincoln's Inn Fields in September 1586. Perhaps anticipating this end, 
he had made over the Dethick estate to his brother George, who sold it 
and thus ended the family's long connection with the place. 

The manor house is thought to have been partly demolished during the 
reign of William III at the end of the 17th century, since when Dethick 
has consisted of the three farms round the Chapel. This is now a 
conservation area including Grade II listed buildings. Although they are 
not accessible to the public, it is worthy of note that they do include a 
16th century stone barn decorated with the Babington Family Arms, 
there is also a fine old kitchen and a Priest Hole. 

The family, owned a large town house in Derby and the coat of arms is 
still visible above Waterstone's bookshop in Babington Lane. 
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Visual References 

"Colours" on arms/mantling - gules and argent (red/white) 

Mythical beast or animal: the baboon  

Canting badge: Babe in Tun c/w Ferrers horseshoe ("farriers") 

Badge of the patron saint (St Catherine, also used by the Staffords)  
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Glossary 

Chief Justice of the Common Pleas 

Prior to 1880, the Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas was one 
of the highest judicial officials in England, behind only the Lord High 
Chancellor and the Lord Chief Justice of the King's (or Queen's) Bench. 
In 1880, the office was combined with the Lord Chief Justice of the 
Queen's Bench and the Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer to create the 
new office of Lord Chief Justice of England. 

The Court of Common Pleas was the oldest common law court, 
established during the late 12th century, and dealt with civil cases 
between party and party. It was the busiest court in the 15th century and 
had a Chief Justice and five puisne judges. It was seated at 
Westminster Hall and on pleas over account, covenant, debt, detinue 
and land it had a near monopoly. This court was also the most 
expensive and therefore the most profitable for judges, clerks and 
practitioners. The Crown also profitted from the court because it was 
ordered to fine every debt and seize chattels and goods of all outlaws. 
In 1880 it was amalgamated into the King's Bench Division of the High 
Court of Justice. 

Sherrif of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 

The Sheriff of Nottingham was historically the office responsible for 
enforcing law and order in Nottingham and bringing criminals to justice. 
For years the post has been directly appointed by the Lord Mayor of 
Nottingham and in modern times with the existence of the police force, 
the position is purely ceremonial and sustained to boost tourism due to 
the legendary connection to the tales of Robin Hood. However the 
historical position goes back to Anglo-Saxon times. The office is 
sometimes confused with that of the High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire. 
Before this, during 1068 until 1449 the position existed as High Sheriff 
of Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and the Royal Forests. 



17/17 

References: 

1. Derbyshire Gentry in the Fifteenth Century        
Susan M. Wright (1983) 

2. Thoroton Society Summer Excursion (1910) 

3. The Great Houses of Nottinghamshire and the 
County Families Leonard Jacks (1881) 

4. Gregory's Chronicle (1426) 

5. Kelly's Directory of the Counties of Derby, Notts, 
Leicester and Rutland (1891) 

6. Dethick, Lea & Holloway: An Historic Parish 
in the County of Derbyshire 
(freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~dlhdby) 

7. Derbyshire UK – Ashover 
(www.derbyshireuk.net/ashover.html) 

8. Flawford Excavation Site 
(www.flawford.org.uk/index.htm) 

9. Wikipedia (www.wikipedia.org) 

10. www.livinghistory.co.uk 
Contributors: 

a. Simon Clegg 
b. Jorge Kelman 
c. Adam Roylance 
d. Vicky Shearman 
e. Jim Smith 

 


